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Editorial 

This edition of the newsletter has a guest editorial 
by Chris Clarke 

Why play in tournaments? 

Have you ever thought about playing in a 
tournament? Statistics from around the world 
show that many croquet players have never 
played in any tournament. This article is designed 
to explain what you’ve been missing out on. 

I played in my first tournament over 30 years ago. 
Since then, I have probably played about 1000 
days of competition croquet, but whether you play 
a little or a lot, there are the same benefits to 
competing. What are they? 

1. Meeting different people.  

Many people think about tournaments and 
go “but I’m not really very competitive”. 
You don’t need to be competitive, but it 
does help if you like meeting different 
people. I have met so many wonderful 
new friends all over the world – it never 
fails to impress me what a nice bunch of 
interesting people croquet players are. 

2. Visiting new clubs. 

It is all well and good to play at your own 
club all the time, but visiting new clubs will 
help you learn more about learning to deal 
with different speeds of lawn, perhaps 
different difficulty of hoops etc. This will all 
help you become a better player.  

3. Seeing new strategies. 

When you play at your own club, you can 
become used to the same old strategies 
and techniques from your fellow club 
members. By playing in tournaments, you 
will be able to see a wider range of 
strategies and techniques from a wider 
range of players. You’ll be surprised at 
how willing they are to explain why they 
choose to take the lines of play and you 
will once again learn.  

4. Making new friends 

Meeting different 
people is great, 
making new friends is better. I have met 
two people at croquet tournaments who 
subsequently made me their best man at 
their weddings, plus my wife!! That’s a 
pretty good reason to go and play in 
tournaments with new people!! 

5. Test your current play against a wider 

range of players. 

It’s all well and good playing against your 
fellow club members in friendly games, 
but you really get to test yourself when 
you enjoy the buzz of competitive play 
against players you haven’t met before. 
Can you work out their strengths and 
weaknesses and take advantage of them 
before they work out how to beat you? 

6. Win!! 

Arguably, the least important reason, but 
nevertheless a good one. Whilst only one 
person can win the main prize, croquet 
events are often run so that there are 
prizes for consolation events or runners-
up.  

7. Get more games on your handicap card 

The more tournament games you play, the 
more accurate your handicap will become. 
You can set yourself targets such as “I’d 
like to reduce my handicap from 14 to 10 
this season” and see how you get on. 

8. Enjoyment 

The most important reason. Playing 
competitively and meeting new people at 
different venues is fun. 
 
So, from my perspective, life is about, 
having fun, meeting new people and 
making new friends and setting yourself a 
few goals along the way. Playing in 
croquet tournaments achieves all of these 
goals, so why not give it a go? 
 

Chris Clarke 

 
 

From CCA Executive 

Geoffrey Naylor Awards for Most 
Improved Players 

Following Closing Day and the embarrassment of 
not knowing the final selection of the Golf Croquet 
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high achiever, I have had a few thoughts on this 
award. First of all, I convey my apologies to the 3 
nominees present who were in contention for the 
award and were told there was no result. There 
were at least 2 people in the Association who 
knew but neither was at Closing Day.  On another 
track, it is pathetic that only 3 clubs could make 
the effort to put forward a nomination for the GC 
award and even fewer for the AC award.  

 The M I P award is recognition to the player who 
has gained the most index points on his / her 
handicap on the AHS card during the season.  
Looking at the results of this year’s awardees, it is 
clear, that both players have been fully engaged 
in playing croquet and have had a highly 
consistent season with far more wins than losses. 
The GC M I P is relatively new to the game and is 
learning fast.  The AC M I P is already a senior 
and is advancing toward the elite level of N Z 
croquet.  It is these players who represent the 
competition element of our sport, an area which 
has seen substantially diminished activity over 
recent years. We only need to look at the low 
number of entries in CCA Handicap and Open 
Tournaments, Silver Badge and the like to prove 
this contention.  

Croquet has morphed into a pastime rather than a 
sport, with many players not appreciating the 
opportunities there are to improve their game 
from competition. At the Closing Day, I gave 
credit to Hornby Croquet Club for not only 
boosting their membership numbers but having 
those members engaging in regular competition.  
In the years ahead, I am hoping there will be a 
revival of interest in support of the CCA organised 
events; managers are disheartened when small 
fields do not really provide the rigour for a keenly 
contested result. I don’t wish to downgrade 
croquet as recreation; there are many benefits to 
being a member of a croquet club. However, for 
our region and for New Zealand, talent 
recognition and development may only progress 
when clubs are bringing more players forward into 
regular competition.  

For the record, Ian Campbell of Barrington Park 
Croquet Club was awarded AC Most Improved 
Player.  

Ian’s AHS index gain was 1,806 now 2,059. 
Handicap level now -2, from 0, last season +2 to 
0 when he also received the most improved 
player award. 

Landmark events have been 

 winning the CNZ 0-3 tournament, 

 reaching the knockout in the CNZ Open 

 runner-up 
in the 
Wakatipu 
Open 

 reaching the final in the Arthur Ross 
Handicap Tournament 

 winning the South Island Veterans 
Tournament          

 Being invited to and winning the CNZ 
Roger Murfitt Invitation tournament.  

Ian’s New Zealand ranking improved from 44 to 
32 and he is now ranked 235 in the world from 
344. 

Arthur Ross runner up Ian Campbell wearing CCA shirt and 
manager Gordon Smith 

For the record, Louis Ingelwood of Fendalton 
Park Croquet Club was awarded GC Most 
Improved Player. 

Louis’s index gain was 176, now 1381.  Handicap 
reduction from 10 to 6. 

Achievements for the season 2016/2017 – 

 Winner Fendalton Park Intermediate 

Championship 

 Runner up Fendalton Park Handicap 

Singles 

 Runner up Hazel Cocks Memorial Trophy 

 Winner Maude Trainor Competition   7 

from 8 games 

 Member of Fendalton Park Division 3 

Winning Interclub Team 

 Played in CCA Handicap Singles 

 Played in CCA Handicap Doubles 

 Played in South Island Veterans 

Tournament 

Owen Evans CCA President  
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From your Tournament Convenor 
A brilliantly sunny afternoon A GREAT TROPHY 
PERSON : Joan Bradford and wonderful hosts 
from Barrington Club and mighty good "Club 
sandwiches" from Cashmere Club and a good 
turnout from Canterbury Clubs were just what we 
needed for the CCA Closing Day. 
Unfortunately not many clubs had players getting 
awards. 
A few of the important awards are listed: 
The Atkins weekend GC Interclub was won by 
Neil Williams and Alan Belcher 
The CCA rep for The GC GOLD and SILVER 
STARS held in Wellington was Annette Wilson 
from Hornby Club. She noted that it was good to 
have lots of games in a day to prepare for the NZ 
FINALS, and was proud to wear the new CCA 
shirt. 
This year The Arthur Ross NZ FINAL was held in 
Christchurch and Barrington's Ian Campbell was 
the runner up.  
He had to give the winner 19.5 bisques so it was 
an exercise of skill strategy and patience. Three 
people refreshed their umpire's badges the day 
before this event so that was an achievement in 
itself. They are Lyn Dawson, Philippa Porter and 
Maurice Cook. 
The Agnes Dick hc AC Doubles was well played 
and won by Elmwood's Janet Reese and Allan 
Cook. 

 
Umpire and Player Margaret Lane, Manager Lis Hunter Janet Reese 
and Allan Cook winners from Elmwood Park and Philippa Porter who 

presented the prizes representing The CCA at Elmwood Park Club. 
The AC Southern Veterans was held at St Martins 
under Tony O'Donnell's management and won by 
Ian Campbell, the runner up being Peter Couch of 
United. 
The GC Southern Veterans was held at United. 
What a great group of people to manage.The top 
section was won by Kevin McGlinchey from South 
Canterbury while the lower section was won by 

Vilna Gough- 
Jones of 
Fendalton Park. 

The GC Silver badges were won by John Borner 
of St Martins, Alan Belcher Hornby, Bill Down of 
United and Rosemary Willis of United. 
The AC Silver Badges hosted on some lovely 
lawns at Holmes Park were won by Peter Couch, 
Tony O'Donnell, Pam Hurst all from United and 
Rosalind Thomson from Rangiora Club. 

 
Tony O'Donnell, Pam Hurst and Peter Couch AC Silver badge 
winners from United Club 

The Southern Premier AC Silver badge was 
managed by Chris Clarke at United on some very 
wet and slow lawns. We apologise for this but 
note that the main problems with the lawns for the 
SPSB were that they hadn't been cut and they 
were covered in wormcasts. It was won by Jarrod 
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Coutts of South Canterbury with a close runner 
up being Duncan Dixon of United. 
The Millennium Cup for the Club having at least 
one AC team and three others in weekday. AC 
Interclub was won by United Club, the runner up 
being St James Park. 
On April 8th and 9th we contest the South Island 
Teams event in Ashburton. This year it is an AC 
event. We wish our team of Marguaritte Rogers( 
captain), Owen Evans, Pam Hurst, Mary Morrison 
and Rosalind Thomson the best of luck. 
Late press - Well done to Canterbury for winning 
this event! 

 
Marguaritte Rogers ( captain) of Canterbury being presented salver 
by manager Raylene Phillips in Ashburton 
I hope next season's Tournament Convenor has 
the great cooperation of Club Captains, 
Presidents, Managers, Referees and Umpires 
and players and our Trophy person and 
newsletter editor that I have had since I received 
my job description in June 2014. 
Good luck for the rest of the season. 

Philippa Porter 

Note: 

The NZ team for the MacRobertson Shield flies 
out to California this Friday, 14th April to try to 
defend the title. The Mac is "the AC World Team 
Championship" and takes place 4 times every 14 
years. NZ won in Jan 2014. 
This year’s team is captained by Cantabrian 
Jenny Clarke of United, the first female captain 
for over 50 years. The other team members are 
Paddy Chapman (ex-Cashmere), Aiken Hakes 
(ex-United), Toby Garrison, Chris Shilling, Joe 
Hogan and Harps Tahurangi. 
NZ play USA first, then Australia and finally 
England. 
England are favourites, then Australia, with NZ 
and USA expected to be fighting to avoid the 
wooden spoon 

 

Clubs’ News 

Barrington 
Croquet Club 
At Barrington our Closing Day came at the end of 
a busy season for the club, with competitions both 
within and outside our club. We hosted both 
Interclub and Carol Hayward 
Competitions.  Some of our members did well. Ian 
Campbell represented us at many tournaments 

throughout New Zealand and among other 
successes won the  South Island Veterans 
Tournament. Rita Yardley was runner up in her 
section of the Veterans. 
Our Golf Croquet membership has grown and our 
Association by 1. At present we can 
accommodate both Association and Golf playing 
on the same days. We hope this can continue for 
some time, and that some Golf C. Players will 
learn Association as well, Some of our members 
play both formats of the game, which is great to 
see. 
Our lawns have been a delight to play on, and 
many outside players have commented on them. 
Thanks is due to Stu who looks after the lawns 
and Brian Collins our Groundsman. Even after all 
the recent rain, although damp, they were good to 
play on. 
We had some enjoyable social events during the 
year ending with our BBQ on Closing Day. Our 
Social Convenor, Joyce Atkinson, does an 
excellent job at organising these. We plan to 
continue playing as long as the weather and 
lawns permit, and we will play Indoor croquet over 
the winter. 

Diane Martin 
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Fendalton Park Croquet Club 

FPCC continues to be a well-supported, happy 
and active club.  When weather permitted we had 
club days on Monday, Wednesday and Saturday 
afternoons and some twilight evenings on 
Thursdays. Club championships have had an 
increase in participation in all grades and trophies 
have been keenly contested. 

In 9 February we held our annual Twilight 
Tournament sponsored by Travel 2U. The 
evening was well supported by clubs from 
Cashmere, St James, St Martins, Kaiapoi and 
Ashburton. The format of a break between games 
and continuous food (BBQ etc.) was very well 
received – once again the day was a successful 
fund raising venture. The winner was Brian 
Perwick (who also ensured we had amazing 
lawns for the event); second Ann Scott from St 
James and third Judy Orsbourn.  

On 26 February we held our annual Newcomers 
Trophy Tournament. Once again it was a very 
successful event and much enjoyed and 
appreciated by participants - this year the quality 
of play across the field was of a very high 
standard for “new to croquet” players. 
Unfortunately the weather didn’t play its part and 
only 3 rounds (from 5) were played. The winner 
was Mike Woodlock, with runner-up Lesley Law. 

 

GC 

Interclub winners 3 division: Louis Inglewood, Marjory 
Clements, Betty Inglewood, Noelene Stenhouse, Lesley 
Ruske 

FPCC have supported other Canterbury clubs 
with their interclub social days. In particular FPCC 
achieved much success at Waireka Club in 
Ashburton and a novelty social day at Kaiapoi  
where we all became fish species and the meal 
was fish and chips.   

Fendalton has 
enjoyed Interclub 
success with 
Louis Inglewood 
winning the Maud Trainor competition held at 
United on Wednesday mornings – 7 wins from 8 
games.   That is 2 from 2 as Gill Hindshaw was 
last year’s winner. Vilna Gough-Jones was the 
winner of the South Island GC Veterans (junior) 
held at United in March. 

Furthermore, Louis Inglewood was awarded the 
CCA Geoffrey Naylor Award for the Most 
Improved GC player.   

It has been pleasing to see different club 
members winning in a range of competitions. The 
Saturday morning doubles competition was a new 
event and was won this year by Esme Burt and 
Andi Maitland. Our Greenkeepers doubles 
competition over 4 Saturday afternoons with a 
senior player teamed up with a junior player was 
keenly contested up to the final round on 8 April. 
The winning team was Marion Bishop and Bob 
Sanders. The final round also marked the closing 
of play for the season with extensive lawn 
renovations being undertaken from 10 April. The 
club has also been successful in the purchase of 
a “new” second hand mower from down south - 
much to the joy of Brian our grounds manager. 
We are grateful to club members for the active 
participation in fund-raising activities, as well as 
for grants received that have made this purchase 
possible.  

Our lawns have been used by corporate groups 
as well as groups from local retirement villages. 
All have reported much enjoyment and an 
appreciation of being able to use our facilities. 

The end of season trip to Central Coast NSW is 
progressing to plan with twelve members 
travelling to Oz. All travel, accommodation and 
matches with host clubs have been confirmed. 
Nine clubs will be hosting us and we look forward 
to meeting our Australian counterparts and 
making new friends. 

Our AGM is scheduled for Saturday 20 May with 
some mystery events planned with our lawns 
being out of action, our prize-giving and an 
afternoon tea. Our midwinter lunch as a fund 
raiser is scheduled for 1 July.  

All in all, a happy, active club. 

Vilna Gough-Jones (Secretary FPCC) 
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Hornby  Croquet Club 

The Hornby Croquet Club has had a very 
successful season. 

 
Bev from St James club; Helen Webber, Neil Williams, Alan Belcher 
and Val French with Owen Evans in background 

We entered 4 teams into the Golf Croquet Atkins 
Trophy Competition.  

Neil Williams and Alan Belcher  won this trophy in 
2016.  They were successful in defending their 
title and won the Atkins Trophy once again in 
2017. 

The final playoff had a good variety of clubs 
represented with some very experienced teams 
taking part.  

Congratulations Neil and Alan.  

Some of our players also took part in other CCA 
competitions, eg The Silver Badge competition, 
with some success.  

Club member Annette Wilson had the privilege of 
representing Canterbury in the CNZ Gold and 
Silver Star Competition in Wellington.  

Unfortunately it rained most of the weekend so 
wet weather clothes were necessary for all 
games.  

This CNZ Competition is being held in 
Christchurch in the 2018 season. Playing against 

other players 
from all over NZ 
is a great 
experience.  

Fun days at Rangiora, Kaiapoi and Holmes Park 
were all enjoyed by our club members who 
attended which completed the season.  

We have been able to do some work on our 
lawns this Autumn so that hopefully many of the 
rough patches will be improved.  

Hornby Croquet club was successful in obtaining 
a grant to buy 2 sets of Atkins hoops and trolleys. 
These will be put into our lawns in the near future 
and will help us to practice with these hoops for 
the 2017 - 2018 season.  

Our club members have worked well together in 
working bees, a sausage sizzle and a fun day 
which has made a successful and enjoyable 
year.  

We will be playing outside on our lawns for 2 
afternoons during the winter if the weather 
permits. 

Annette Wilson 

 

Kaiapoi  Croquet Club 

The Kaiapoi Croquet Club held a very successful 
Kai Moana fun day on March the 1st. 

Teams from around Christchurch were invited to 
take part and all 32 places were filled. 

The Kaiapoi team dressed as Pirates and 
decorated the grounds with pirate ships, whales, 
whale tails and life belts. 

A lot of fun was had by all.  

The day finished with the Kaiapoi team cooking a 
fish and chip meal for the guests. 
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Wait until you see what we have planned for next 
year!! 

Regards 

Jan Chisnall   -Kaiapoi Club Captain 
 

Rangiora Croquet Club 

 We recently enjoyed our Fun Day and surprise 
surprise had beautiful weather. 
The clubhouse has undergone cladding and is 
now being painted. Hopefully it will be completed 
for next opening day. Meantime, we continue 
playing on our beautiful lawns. 

Carol Kidd 

 

 

St Martins Croquet Club 

Yesterday, April 8th, was our last day's play for 
this season. 
One that has thrown so much at us ............... and 
the weather has not helped !  Even our March 
tournament had to be cancelled. 
However, we did have the most enjoyable day 
yesterday, with a mini tournament for 16 ( 10 and 
up handicappers), that included 6 of our 12 newly 
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coached beginners. 
A luncheon, prize giving and usual Saturday play 
followed. 
Tuesday sees the spiking, topdressing, some 
reseeding, and east boundary remedial levelling 
undertaken to allow for autumn growth to 
establish. 
With our planned drainage programme during the 
winter months we should have a fabulous playing 
surface for next season. Mind you, it was looking 
pretty good as we packed away our gear 
yesterday ! 
Thank you Hornby for extending an invitation for 
our members to attend your Tuesday and 
Thursday afternoon  sessions. 

Kay Blair 

 

United  

The busy season continues at United. The 
number of tournaments has increased and 
members are unhappy that so often the lawns are 
not available for normal play on club days. This 
year we have hosted the following tournaments. 

Spectator at United 

Carol Hayward Tuesday mornings 

Maud Trainor Wednesday mornings 

Arthur Ross finals 3 - 5 March 

GC Veterans 8 -
10 March 

GC Silver 
Badges 19 March 

With this in mind we have arranged a special 
meeting to look at the tournament programme for 
next season to try to rationalise the lawn usage. 

We have had a number of successful Corporate 
events. The committee have developed a 
document of SOPs to assist members managing 
events and helpers. This is proving to be very 
helpful. 

Membership continues to grow with many new 
GC players joining the club. A special session has 
been organised for them on Sunday afternoons 
and seems to be very successful. 

Normal maintenance work on the lawns is to start 
in the next few weeks with special consideration 
for the upcoming AC NZ Open being held in 
January next year. 

Visitors to United recently will have noticed the 
major works being carried out by the Council to 
establish Petanque courts where the Bowls Club 
used to be. So far the contractors have been 
considerate and disruption has been minimal. 

Our closing day will be held on 8th of April 
combined with a working bee and informal 
sausage sizzle lunch 

John Yarrall 
 
  

Matters and Dates to Note 

1. The next delegates meeting still to be 
confirmed 

2.  CCA website is croquetcanterbury.com 

3. Please send any material for the next 
newsletter to Vilna at vgoughjones@gmail.com by 
20 August for publishing end of August. 
Newsletters are published end August end October end 

January then March/April 

4. The checklist dates for CCA given below 

mailto:vgoughjones@gmail.com

